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It has been a whirlwind the last month. RIO Missions is always on the move, but this month God has opened more 
doors than ever before. We had two teams on the ground spreading the good news of Jesus in Rwanda and 
Chile. Pastors Tommy Roberts and Tony Simerly traveled to Rwanda where leaders and Pastors from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Burundi came together for Global Fire Advance church planting 
training. These great leaders have planted almost 200 new churches in the last six months alone. All the 
attendees have been committed over the last 2 1/2 years to participate in training every six months. What an 
amazing harvest is coming from their hard work and commitment! Pastor Tony returned from his trip and said, 
“This is the biggest thing I have ever been a part of and didn’t realize how big of an impact GFA church planting 
training was having until I went myself.” The faith of these church planters and perseverance in the face of 
daunting odds makes you ashamed to complain or get tired. Pastor Emmanuel, a church planter, spoke with 
Pastor Tommy Roberts about his excitement of graduating from the three year GFA church planting program in 
early 2018. He is not waiting for graduation to make an impact for the kingdom. He recently assembled 52 
believers to evangelize in teams of two. They had a plan to go out for three weeks. God truly blessed their efforts, 
and 4,300 people came to know the Lord. The possibilities of growth are tremendous and are being felt 
worldwide. 

Pastor Roberto Taton, Pastor Brad Bryant and myself took a trip to Chile where God is opening extraordinary 
opportunities for RIO Missions. Bishop Patricio Ramirez, the Church of God Overseer, was excited to bring church 
planting training to his leaders throughout the country. The team conducted the initial Global Fire Advance church 
planting training in Chile. All of the attendees left excited to put the training they received into practice in their own 
communities. The excitement was tangible as seasoned veterans in the body of Christ went out on the streets of 
Santiago, Chile and led people to Jesus with their own person Heart of Man evangelism charts. There is no doubt
that things are heating up in South America as a passion for soul winning and church planting was reignited. 

There were two days of training for Global Chaplain Coalition where 52 new chaplains were trained to impact their 
families and neighbors for Jesus. As we travel the world with church planting training and chaplaincy strategies, 
God continues to open doors in North and South America, Southeast Asia, and numerous other continents around 
the globe. We need your help as these opportunities are too big for just a few. Help us go, give, or pray to fulfill 
Matthew 24:14.  Pastor Ronnie Hepperly


